Kids Missions Fest: Module #5

Bible Passage
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. …
In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14–16).

Being Jesus’ Light
Children will	• Talk about how Jesus is the source of spiritual light,
• See the difference light makes in darkness, and
• Learn how they can Be Light for Him.

Teacher Enrichment

The Alliance has a rich heritage of taking the light of Christ to people and places
steeped in spiritual darkness. Spiritual darkness is when people are without God’s Spirit,
disconnected from the Father of Lights because of sin. They cannot understand the
things of God because they are discerned only through the Spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:14).
Jesus tells us in the New Testament book of Acts that we must bring His light to those in
spiritual darkness:
• “ ‘. . . you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth’” (1:8b).
• “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the
ends of the earth’” (13:47).
Every Jesus follower has a sacred trust to be the bearer of His light to those who have
no relationship with Him—in our cities, nations, and around the world!
God chose us to illuminate this world, and His instructions are clear: “For you were once
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8).
Our challenge as believers—both young and old—is to BE LIGHT.

Before the Lesson
•C
 ollect classroom supplies (refer to section This Lesson at a Glance), decorate the
classroom (see Classroom Decorating Ideas), and inform parents of Alliance Faith
Promise card activity at the end of the lesson (see Intercessory Prayer/Call to
Commitment).
• Provide the Q&A sheet to the worker (or country expert) for the Skit/Interview.
•Pray for your students and for God’s direction in teaching the lesson.

Classroom Decorating Ideas

Consider the following ideas to create your teaching environment:
• Punch holes in a large piece of tag board and use Christmas lights to spell
“BE LIGHT.”
• Decorate with all types of lights: Christmas lights, lanterns, lava lamps,
and/or battery-operated candles. (Note: battery-operated candles are
strongly suggested due to safety concerns.)
• Create a laboratory theme, using batteries, circuit boards, switches, and
light bulbs.
• Or, decorate with flags and maps of the country on which you will focus.
• Staff can also wear glow necklaces or bracelets, or other items that light
up; or everyone can dress in yellow and white (“light” colors) or in lab
coats and goggles.

2

This Lesson at a Glance
Classroom Activity

Classroom Supplies

Introducing the Worker/Country Expert

• 1 plug-in lamp
•P
 rintout of “Interview Questions for
Christian Worker”
•C
 lassroom decorations, staff dress
(based on theme chosen)
• 1 lab coat (Professor Watt)

Object Lesson #1

• Small candle
• L ighter or matches
•B
 aking dish or plate with low sides
(clear is preferred)
•C
 lear glass vase (preferably one with a
narrow neck and larger base)
•C
 ontainer full of water (pitcher)
• F ood coloring
• F ire extinguisher (for safety)

Object Lesson #2

• L andscape fabric or black garbage bags
• 1 flashlight

Intercessory Prayer/Call to Commitment

•A
 lliance Faith Promise pledge cards
(enough for each student); purchase
through the C&MA Service Center
(877.284.3262)
•P
 ens and pencils
•S
 ign board (or chalk board) to write
BE LIGHT acrostic

Introduce the Worker or Country Expert
Skit/Worker Interview

(10–15 minutes)

Preparation: Set up the plug-in lamp in the classroom. Be sure to give the international
worker, or country expert, the Interview Questions for Christian Worker sheet before
class.

Skit Characters

1. International worker, local missions worker, or an
“expert” on the country of focus: Ask this person to dress
in the national clothing of the country in which he or she
serves or in white or yellow; or provide a laboratory
coat (if other staff are wearing them.) If you do not have
an international worker present, modify questions for a
local worker. Or, have someone research ahead of time
the country in focus and answer an appropriate set of
questions for this scenario.
2. P
 rofessor Watt: As the head of the laboratory, he/she
should wear a lab coat. The professor will interview the
international worker.
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Skit Script Q&A

Professor Watt: Welcome, students. I’m Professor Watt, and I’m in charge of
the Light Laboratory here in (name your city and state).Today, we’re going to
see how some spiritual truths can be demonstrated through science.
Let’s consider for a moment the light bulb.
Q: What happens when I unplug this lamp? (Unplug the lamp)
A: The light goes off.
Q: Why does the light go off?
A: It’s not connected to the power source.
Q: What’s the purpose of the light bulb?
A: To give light—to get rid of the darkness. (Make the point
that when there is no power, we are in darkness.)
Scripture Passage
Read John 8:12 [led by Professor Watt or class teacher]
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Ask: How is Jesus the light of the world?
Discuss this concept at the level appropriate to your students’ development.
Suggested script: Jesus, the light of the world, lives in us if we have asked Him to
forgive our sins and to become our Savior. This is what we sometimes call “asking Jesus
into our hearts,” or becoming a follower of Christ.
When we become followers of Christ, the Spirit of God, of Jesus, comes to live in us. Jesus
talks about this in John 14:20: “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you
are in me, and I am in you.”
Jesus, the light of the world, is in you and me if we are His followers. Followers of Jesus
have His light because they are connected to His power—the Holy Spirit.
Do others know that you have the light of life, the light of Jesus? What does that
mean? What does that look like?
Talk about this, and help the children with practical ideas about how they
can shine the light of Jesus in their neighborhood, classroom—and to the
ends of the earth.
You can BE LIGHT by talking to your friend at school about Jesus
and inviting him to church. When your friend attends church with
you, he will hear more about God and meet more friends who are
LIGHT, providing more power to lead your friend to accept Jesus …
As Christians we have the privilege—and responsibility—of shining
Jesus’ light into the world.
Now, please join me in welcoming ____________ (worker’s name). He/she is
going to tell us about how he/she shines Jesus’ light in _________ (worker’s
country or community).
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Interview Questions for Christian Worker: [Idea: if you do not have an international
worker available to interview, create a different set of questions appropriate to the
Christian worker you may choose to interview.]
1. How did God call you to Be Light in another country? (If you are interviewing
someone who is ministering in your local area, ask: “How did God call you to this
ministry?”)
2. Is access to the good news a problem where you serve (i.e., are there many
Christians in this country or community)?
3. How do you sense spiritual darkness where you serve—what does that look and
feel like?
4. How are you letting your light shine for Jesus in ________ (country or your
ministry)?
5. Can you tell us about someone who has come to the Lord and how that person is
being a light to others? (What changes have you seen take place in the lives of
children and adults when the light of Jesus comes into their lives?)
6. What is hardest about shining your light?
7. How do you stay connected to God, your power source?
8. What specific things interrupt your connection with God or make your ministry
difficult?
9. How can we help you continue to be a vibrant light?
10. Do you have specific prayer requests?
11. Do you have any suggestions for these children about how they can be light for
Jesus right now?
Professor Watt: Thank you for your illuminating presentation and telling us about your
ministry of light!

Object Lesson #1 (10 minutes) [led by Professor Watt or class teacher]
(See this experiment online at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPbMvchZb6A.)
Light the candle and use drops of wax to adhere candle to center of dish. Extinguish
the candle. Place the dish on the display table in front of the class. Pour water into the
dish (practice a few times to know the amount of water to add). Add food coloring to the
water. Have glass vase, lighter or matches, and fire extinguisher within easy reach.
Let’s take a look at an experiment that teaches us about the light that God
gives each of us.
Are you ready?
Ok, let’s get started. Let’s close the shades and turn off the light. (Assign one
volunteer to turn off the light, briefly.)
We are now in darkness.
Now let’s see what one light can do. Light the candle.
See, one light shines very brightly.
It pierces the darkness so that even one little candle light can fill the room
with light.
1 John 1:5 says “God is light; in him there is no darkness.”
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Ok, let’s turn the light back on. (Have volunteer turn on the light; extinguish the
candle.)
But, what if I start to lose my connection with God by not praying, going to church, or
reading my Bible?
What is going to happen to my light?
Let’s see. (Relight the candle and cover it with the vase.)
Wow, what just happened? (Wait for a response.)
Yes, the water went in.
Isn’t that what we do when we try to fill ourselves with other things and not seek
after God?
But it is not the same, is it?
Only when we remove these things can we reignite the light, spread the Word, and
REALLY feel full again. (Remove the jar and relight the candle. It may take some effort
since the candle wick will have become wet during the experiment.)

Conclusion

So, what have we learned? (Wait for a response.)
Yes, do not let your light go out.
How can we keep our light bright? (Wait for a response.)
Yes, by going to church, reading the Bible, and praying.

Object Lesson # 2 (Optional—or choose the object lesson most
appropriate for your age group)

Preparation: Put landscape fabric or black garbage bags over any windows before
the children come into the room. Have one flashlight.
Read Ephesians 5:8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light.
Make sure the children are seated and then warn them that you are going to turn
out the lights as part of an experiment. Tell them to remain seated until you turn the
lights back on. Mention that if any of the children are afraid of the dark that they
can hold one of the other kids’ hands or sit by you. Then turn out the lights, and wait
one minute so their eyes can adjust to the darkness. Make sure you talk with them
the whole time the lights are out. Repeat Ephesians 5:8.
Now talk about sin and darkness with the class using these two questions:
1. What does it feel like to be in the dark?
2. What does darkness mean in the Bible verse?
(It is talking about spiritual darkness. God says that living
in sin is like being in darkness because we are apart
from Him and cannot find our way to Him. Sin has blinded
us from seeing the truth about ourselves and about God
(1 Corinthians 2:14).
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Now turn on the flashlight and discuss question 3–5.
3. How does it feel now with the flashlight on?
4. How are we light in the Lord?
Say: Look how much difference one light can make in the darkness.
5. How can we live as children of light?
Say: Every Christian is asked by Jesus to be light in this world. Are you willing to
BE LIGHT?

Intercessory Prayer/Call to Commitment

(10–15 minutes)

Preparation
•M
 ake sure your church gets enough Faith Promise cards from The Alliance for
each child (Additional cards may be ordered through the C&MA Service Center,
877.284.3262).
• Write the acrostic, below, on a sign or on a chalk board.
• Make sure to have enough pens and pencils for the students.
• Be sure you’ve informed parents about this activity so that the students can make
Faith Promise pledges with their parents’ full knowledge and prayer support.
• Break the children into small groups.
Professor Watt: We’re now going to use the words “BE LIGHT” to pray for Jesus’ light to
shine through you.
Explain the acrostic. Pray and ask God to help the other people in your group to:

Be bold
Encourage

in being light

Listen
Invite
Good
Hearts
Tell

each other

to the Holy Spirit

others to know Jesus and to come to church

deeds
that are open to God’s Leading

others about Jesus

“Faith Promise” Pledge:
1. Explain to the children what a “Faith Promise” is.
Say: The Faith Promise is a pledge that you trust God to help you keep—whether to give,
pray, and/or serve. It can mean trusting God for the money to give to missions; it can
help to remind you to pray, or it can help show you how you can serve.
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2. E xplain how by making a “Faith Promise,” the students can give money to support
international workers and send Bibles to people who have little or no opportunity
to hear the good news of Jesus (If your church collected Faith Promise cards
earlier in the year, use this time to reinforce that commitment and encourage the
children to give faithfully so others can hear about Jesus.)
3. Have the students sign the Faith Promise cards and turn in the tear-off portions.
4. Show kids how they can give their money during the year.
Say: Please keep your part of the “Faith Promise” card to remind you of your commitment
to give to and pray for the lost people of the world.

Final Prayer

Have several kids end your session with prayer for the international worker/missionary
to continue being light. The BE LIGHT acrostic would be a good guide for this prayer, too.

Other “Be Light” Activity Options
Craft idea

Decorate light switch covers with paint and stickers. Kids can take them home
as reminders—to be light!

Snack ideas

Power bars, cookies, fruit or other snacks cut in the shapes of light sources—
light bulbs, the sun, stars, candles, etc.

Sing choruses

“This Little Light of Mine”; “Shine, Jesus, Shine”; “The Power of Your Love”; “Go
Light the World”; “We Are the Light”

Resources and Supplies:
Oriental Trading; http://www.orientaltrading.com/; (800) 875-8480
Lanterns, lights, and other items, including
• “The Light of Jesus Shines In Me!” Pencils
• Light Bulb Award Trophies
• “This Little Light Of Mine” Sign Craft Kit
M&N Party Store; http://www.mnpartystore.com/; (800) 479-2043
Light-related props and glow objects
Medical Supply Store or “Scrub” Shop
Lab coats
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